Tt

A= "

The Official Controls Regulation

(EU) 2017/625

of the European Parliament and
the Council (OCR) — Official

Certification

==

28 November 2019




Please note:

In the presentation the following abbreviations will be used:
OC(s) - Official Control(s)

CA(s) — Competent Authorities

MS(s) — Member State(s)

OCR - Official Controls Regulation

OV(s) — Official Veterinarian(s)

NC — non-compliance



“Official certification”
(Reg. EU 2017/625 - art. 3.25)

“The procedure by which assurance concerning compliance
with one or more requirements laid down in the rules referred
to in Article 1(2) is provided by the competent authorities”
[substantially identical to the one in Reg (EC) n. 882/04]




Official certification shall result in the
issuance of:

e official certificates or

* official attestations [in the cases

provided for in the rules referred to in
Article 1(2)].
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Reg (EU) 2017/625 (art. 2.1) & 407 |

Official certification is part of Official Controls: &

“activities performed by the CAs, or by the
delegated bodies or the natural persons ..., in
order to verify:

that animals or goods meet the requirements
laid down in the rules referred to in Article 1(2), S -
including for the issuance of an official =, Y
certificate or official attestation”




Notably

Official controls performed with a view of an official
certificate or attestation issuance shall be carried out
irrespective of the level of risk or the likelihood of non-
compliance

(The frequency of OCs should be established by the CAs having regard
to the need to adjust the control effort to the risk and to the level of
compliance expected in the different situations, ... .

In some cases, however, and in view of the issuance of an official
certificate or attestation which is a pre-requisite for the placing on the
market or for the movements of animals or goods, Union agri-food
chain legislation requires that official controls be performed
irrespective of the level of risk or the likelihood of non-compliance. In
such cases, the frequency of the official controls is dictated by the
certification or attestation needs —32° Whereas)




Delegation of certain tasks (art. 86.2)

CAs, in respect of the relevant requirements about the delegation
of official tasks, may delegate certain OCs related to

e the issuance of official certificates or
e official attestations, or

* the official supervision on operators issuing an official attestation
(when required by the Regulation)

Signature and issuance of official certificates cannot be
delegated (art. 88.1)



“Official certificate” e

MODEL OFFICIAL CERTIFICATES IN THE CASE OF ANTE-MORTEM INSPECTION AT THE HOLDING OF
PROVENANCE

Part 1: MODEL OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FOR LIVE ANIMALS

CCCCCCCCCCCC TE
for five animals fo the n the case of ante-mortem inspechon 3¢ the
holding of provenance in accordance with Articke 5(2)(1) of Commussion Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2019624 (")

“a paper or electronic document cd—

signed by the certifying officer and e

providing assurance concerning R

The animals will be transported to the following siaughternouse: 2

compliance with one or more ——

4. Other relevant information

requirements laid down in the rules -

- the armsmais described above were @amined before slaughter at the above-mentioned hoiding
P TR ik (ume) on 2 .. (date) and were found to be fit for slaughter,

- the following cbservations on the health and weifare of ammals were made:

referred to in Article 1(2)” R e e e e

(Signature of official vetennarian)

of B February 2019 conceming specific rules for the performance of ofMcal controls
areas of live bivalee molluscs in accordance with Regulation (EL) 2017825
2
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“Official Attestation”

“any label, mark or other form of
attestation issued by the operators under
the supervision, through dedicated official
controls, of the competent authorities or
by the competent authorities themselves,
and providing assurance concerning
compliance with one or more
requirements laid down in this Regulation
or in the rules referred to in Article 1(2)”




The Official certification process

Request for an official

certificate issuance (by
the operator or a
Competent Authority)

" An official

AN
(paper/electronic)
certificate is issued and
signed by the
Competent
\ Authority/officer

10




Scope

Council Directive 96/93/EC of 17 December 1996 on the
certification of animals and animal products is repealed,

but...

...General principles and requirements concerning official
certification and official attestation are extend to certification
of any kind of goods and animals to which the rules referred
to in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) n. 2017/625 apply
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Certifying officer

Shall be:

~m ! i
 designated by CAs * *
/N
* impartial, free from any conflict of interest, |

e trained on the rules with which compliance is to be certified and
on the technical assessment of compliance with those rules as
well as with the relevant rules on certification

[-: sometime rules with which compliance is to be certified
are difficult even to find out (e.g. third Countries legal
requirements)]
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General principles — ground for certification

Certifying officer shall certify only data

* of which they have personal knowledge
obtained through an official control or

* another official certificate issued by the
CAs




Numero 22/No 22/Mopya Ne 22

1. Descrizione della partita/Shipment description / Onucanue 1.5 Certificato n./ Certificate Ne / Cepmughumam Ne

1.1 Nome ed indinzzo dello speditore/ Name and address of consignor:

*
Hassaune w adpec cpysoonmpasumenn: * Tk

These principles shall apply
to official certificates which
are requested from the CA
of a MS of dispatch by the
CA of a MS of destination in
respect of consignments of

* %

*
* EU
*

* 4K

1.2 Nome ed indinzzo del destinatario’ Name and address of consignee:
Haseauue t adpec 2pyzononvuamens: Certificato veterinario per I’esportazione di carni e
preparazioni a base di carni crude ottenute da bovini
dalla UE verso I’'Unione Doganale
Veterinary certificate for meat and raw meat
preparations derived from cattle, exported from the
EU to the Customs Union /
Bemepunapnutit cepmupuram
Ha axenopmupyemsie uz Eeponeiickozo corosa ¢
Tamoxcennsiit ooz MACO, CoIpbie MACONPOOYKINGI 1
CYOnpoOYKmMbI ROJTYUEHbIE NP yOOoe 1 nepepapadomye

4. Dichiarazione di idoneita al consumo umano/ Statement on suitability for human consumption /Ceudemenscmeo o
HPU2OOHOCINU MOGAPA 6 RULY TH00AM
11 sottoscritto veterinario pubblico/ufficiale certifica che:/ I, the undersigned State/official veterinarian, certify that: / 5, nusxcenoonucasuuiica
20€y0apemeen HbIi/oMuUUATLHYIIL 6eMEPUHAPHBLIL 8PAY, HACHOAN(UM YOOCIMOGEPAI0 Cledyiouee:

: eaiei et araaudisb T ¢ SPOTtAZIONE SOMtO elencati (si veda la lista allegata nel caso siano pitt di due)
see attached list in case more than two) "2/ Cepmucghuxam svidan na ocnose creoV O 00
IKCHOPIMHBIX CEPMIUMUKANOB (NP HATUYHN 00ee DBYX 0-IKCHOPMHBIX cepmuiuramos npuaacaemes cnucox) V:

Data/Date /Jama Numero/Number/Hoxr Paese di origine Territorio Numero di 1 1
ep Country of origin amministrativo riconoscimento dello | Nome e quantita (peso a n I I I I a S a n go O S W I C
Cmpana Administrative stabilimento netto) delle merci
HPOUCXONHCOCHUA territory Approval number of Name and quantity o
Aoammuempamusnas the establishment (net weight) of goods
meppumopus Peaucmpaynonnolii Buo u koauvecmso a re to b e eX p O rt e d to t h I rd
HoMep npeonpuamus (sec Hemmo)

moeapa

countries. (art. 87(b))
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General principles — ground for certification

Whenever rules referred to in Article
1(2) do not forbid it, certifying officer
shall certify data

iffﬁ'

* ascertained by another person so
authorized by the CA and acting under
its control, provided that the certifying
officer can verify the accuracy of the
data, or

15



General principles — ground for certification

e obtained from the operators’ own control systems, verified
in the framework of regular OCs, that the certifying officer
consider to be a sound basis demonstrating that the
conditions for issuing the official certificate are met




The Official certification process

for an official

certificate issuance (by
the operator or a
Competent Authority)

—

The certifying officer acquires
the relevant official
certification from an other CA
guaranteeing the respect of
the applicable requirements

—

the accuracy and
reliability of the

ascertained
authorized

An official
(paper/electronic)

AN

certificate is issued and

signed by the

Competent
\ Authority/officer
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Reliability of official certificates (art. 89)

Official certificates shall

* Be clearly and uniquely identified [by mean of a unique
code]

MODEL OFFICIAL CERTIFICATES FOR THE ENTRY INTO THE UNION OF ANIMALS, PRODUCTS OF
ANIMAL ORIGIN, COMPOSITE PRODUCTS, GERMINAL PRODUCTS AND ANIMAL BY-PRODUCTS

COUNTRY Official certificate to the EU
I.1. Consignor/Exporter < .2. Certificate reference No> l.2.a IMSOC reference No
Name |
I.3. Central Competent Authority
Address l.4. Local Competent Authority
E‘ Tel. No
:!; I.5. Consignee/importer I.6. Operator responsible for the consignment
§ Name Name
2
£
£
-4 Address Address
2
g Postal code Postal code



Reliability of official certificates

ITALIAN REPUBLIC - Ministry of Health
REPUBBLICA ITALIANA - Ministero della Salute

* Be complete in any part [they will not be

Region Veterinary Service LHU
Regione Servizio Veterinario AUSL

signed if blank or incomplete]

OFFICIAL VETERINARY CERTIFICATE FOR MEAT AND ITS PRODUCTS TO
BE EXPORTED TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
CERTIFICATO UFFICIALE VETERINARIO PER LE CARNI E SUOI DERIVATI DESTINATI

* Be easily and clearly understandable by

the certifying officer and the third part to « e =onniionn

which the certificate is addressed [they
will be drawn up in one or more

RS [T BN QUL LN (U P/ FN
| derstood by th tifyi
a g u a g e S u e S y e C e y g | Number of pieces or packages Net weight Kg Gross weight Kg Date(s) of productionData di |
Numero di pezzi o contenitori Peso netto Kg Peso lordo Kg lavorazione
B TR I CT58) ET (T30 B )

oirricer and, wnere reievant, iIn one o e
° ° [ .S"I}élf Iiﬁ.' Batch number ;S'Iurltgu temperature Tmmpurmn;(m temperature 1
ff I I f t h IVI b St t Data di scadenza Lotto nr. Temperatura di stoccaggio Temperatura durante trasporto
O I C I a a n g u a ge S O e e | N e I" a e FR AN e FRAFAIE (°C ) SERRIIE (°C )
L] L]
Of d e St I n at I O n ] Identification marks on product Container number

Marchio di identificazione sui prodotti Numero del container

w**Seal number
Numero di sigillo

R HY RN AR By
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Reliability of official certificates

* be authentic and accurate;

* Ensure the link between the certificate
and
* the certifying officer,
* the issuing CA/the issuing Authority
e the date of issue,
* the issuing authority and

* the consighment, lot or individual animal
or good to which the certificate refers

20



Implementing Reg. (EU) 2019/628

concerning model official certificates for certain animals and
goods lays down:

* Requirements for model official certificates not submitted in
MSOC (art. 3)

* Requirements for model official certificates submitted in
MSOC and (art. 4)

* Rules for replacement certificates (art. 5)

21



Official certificates not submitted in IMSOC

4 ) .
Different a single sheet of paper
colour for or The certificate \
the shall be issued

signature several indivisible sheets of paper before the

and the constituting an integral whole consignment to
official or which it relates
stamp leaves the control

from the a sequence of numbered pages, each of the CAs issuing
printing bearing the unique code identifying the the certificate
colour certificate, the signature of the certifying

\_ ) officer and the official stamp

22



official certificates submitted in IMSOC

4 )
The model official certificates for the entry into the Union of animals and goods

originating from third countries or regions thereof shall be based on the model
L official certificate laid down in Annex | to Reg 628

L

the model of official certificates
shall include the specific health
guarantees and the information
which are required by Union

legislation for the entry into the
Union.

J

The official certificate shall be
submitted in IMSOC before
the consignment to which it

relates leaves the control of

the CAs of the third country
issuing the certificate

23



Replacement certificates

.

( )
Issued by CAs following administrative errors in the initial certificate or where the

initial certificate has been damaged or lost

It shall not modify
information in the
initial certificate
concerning the
identification,
traceability and
health guarantees
of consignments
and shall:

—p

VAN

4 :
make clear reference to the unique code and the date of

issue identifying the initial certificate, and clearly state
that it replaces the initial certificate

\_ ,
-

have a new certificate number different to that of the
. initial certificate )

be presented in its original to the CAs, except in the case

kof electronic replacement certificates submitted in IMSOCJ

24



Electronic certificates and use of electronic
signatures

The Commission is empowered, by means of implementing
acts, to lay down rules for the issuance of electronic
certificates and for the use of electronic signatures (art. 90)

The Commission implementing Reg.
(EU) 2019/1715 lays down the
requirements for the issuance of I
electronic official certificates for
consignments of animals and goods |
entering the Union (art. 39)

25



v
Import electronic certificates !
1. @& B

Shal be Issued In: Traditional Electronic Qualified

° TRACES or Seal Seal HE;;E}HH-

* a MS’s national system capable of exchanging data with TRACES or

* a third country or an international organization's electronic
certification system capable of exchanging data with TRACES or with a
MS’s national system

* shall be signed with an advanced or qualified electronic signature;

* shall bear the advanced or qualified electronic seal of the issuing CA
or of its legal representative;

* shall use a qualified electronic time stamp.

26



Export of animals and goods - Electronic
certificates and use of electronic signhatures

Electronic certificate are already part of the agreement with
several third Countries.

Electronic signature should be as
well part of the agreement with
the concerned third Country when
it is part of the Official Certification

27



* General principles are the same as per official
certification

* In case official attestations are issued by an operators,
the CAs shall supervise their issuance.

e CAs shall perform OCs to verify that the operators
issuing the attestations comply with the conditions laid
down in the relevant rules and that the attestation is
issued based on relevant, correct and verifiable facts
and data

28



Official certification vs. Official attestation

Certifying officers shall be impartial, free from any
conflict of interest and appropriately trained

Official certificates shall be signed based on:

* direct knowledge by the certifying officer of up-to-
date facts and data

* facts and data ascertained by another person
authorised for that purpose by, and acting under the
control of, the CAs, provided that the certifying
officer can verify the accuracy of such facts and data

* facts and data obtained from the operators’ own
control systems, complemented and confirmed by
results from regular OCs

Staff performing OCs to supervise the issuance of
official attestations or the staff involved in the
issuance of those official attestations shall be
impartial, free from any conflict of interest and
appropriately trained

CAs shall perform regular OCs to verify that:

* the operators issuing the attestations comply
with the conditions laid down in the relevant
rules

* the attestation is issued based on relevant,
correct and verifiable facts and data

29



Official certificate vs. Official attestation
requiste ___________________|official certificate | Official attestation_

bear a unique code X O
Are signed only if complete in all parts X )
Are written in one or more of the languages understood by the

person in charge with its issuance and, where relevant, in one of the X X
languages of the (Member) State of destination

Are authentic and accurate X X

Permit the identification of the person who signed them and the

date of issue X 0
Permit to link the document to the issuing authority and the
consignment, lot or individual animal or good covered by the X X1/0

document

(' where they relate to a consignment or a lot

30



Preventive measures

The competent authorities shall take all appropriate measures
to prevent the issuance of false or misleading official
certificates or the abuse of official certificates (art. 89.2)

31



Enforcement measures (art. 138.5)

The CAs, in the case of issuance of false or
misleading official certificates or in the case of
abuse of official certificates, shall take appropriate
measures, including:

* (a) the temporary suspension of the certifying
officer from its duties;

* (b) the withdrawal of the authorisation to sign
official certificates;

* (c) any other measure to prevent a reoccurrence

32



Conclusions

* Official certification, meaning the procedure by which assurance
concerning compliance with one or more legal requirements is
provided by the CAs, is part of OCs

* In addition to “official certificate”, issued by the CAs, “official
attestation” may be issued by the operators under the supervision of
the CAs or by the CAs themselves

* Requisites and criteria for the issuance of official certificates and
official attestations are established as well as

* CAs’ responsibilities in preventing the issuance of false or misleading
certificates

33



Thank you
for lisiening

Thank you for your
attention




