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Check the full Eurobarometer report and the EU’s response to antimicrobial resistance: 
ec.europa.eu/health/amr
@EU_Health   #EUAMRAction

HOW EUROPEANS USE ANTIBIOTICS…

WHAT EUROPEANS KNOW ABOUT ANTIBIOTICS…

WHAT EUROPEANS THINK ABOUT 
ANTIBIOTICS IN AGRICULTURE…

ANTIBIOTICS USE AND PERCEPTION IN EUROPE 
Highlights of the Special Eurobarometer on Antimicrobial Resistance

took antibiotics in 
THE LAST 12 MONTHS 

(40% in 2009)

43% 
are aware that 
antibiotics are 
INEFFECTIVE 

AGAINST VIRUSES

of them took antibiotics 
for FLU OR COLD

(27% in 2009)

66% 
are aware that 
antibiotics are 
INEFFECTIVE 

AGAINST COLDS

of them took antibiotics 
WITHOUT A PRESCRIPTION 

or SEEING A MEDICAL 
PRACTITIONER
(7% in 2009)

of them took 
antibiotics after a 

diagnostic test

85% 

are aware that 
UNNECESSARY USE OF 

ANTIBIOTICS makes them 
become INEFFECTIVE

UK: 77% Ireland: 75% Portugal :75%
Slovenia: 41% Italy: 39%

The Netherlands: 54% Italy: 52% 
Greece: 25% Romania: 21%

56%
38%

agree that SICK FARM ANIMALS should be 
treated with antibiotics if appropriate

are aware of the EU BAN on the USE of 
ANTIBIOTICS for stimulating growth in 
farm animals

20 %32 % 7 % 41 %
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