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MRSA CC398 is common in pig production in 
Finland
• In 2008 EU baseline study: the prevalence in a farm level was estimated to be 0,1-2,8 %.

• Increase in a proportion of MRSA positive slaughter batches
• 2010: 22 %             2017: 77 %

• LA-MRSA CC398 humans cases detected in Finland

-> High level of MRSA is a risk for people who work in piggeries or handle pigs in their work

• Infections can be transmitted by touching a pig or a dusty surface or by inhaling dusty air

EU Baseline study: 
~0,1-2,8 % of farms 
MRSA positive 
(1/207, dust sample)

2008 2010

22 % (13/59, nasal swabs) of slaughter 
batches and 
3 % (1/36, nasal swabs) of sampled pigs 
MRSA positive

2017

77 % (45/61, nasal swabs) of 
slaughter batches MRSA 
positive

Farm level?



Control Approach – guidelines how to protect

• Published by Finnish Institute of Occupational 
Health in May 2019 
• Produced in cooperation with Finnish Institute for 

Health and Welfare and Finnish Food Authority

• Translated also in english, not published yet



Main points briefly 1/2
1. Favour methods that generate as little dust in the air as possible and use respiratory protective 

equipment.

2. Wash your hands with water and soap (not only with sanitizer) and dry with disposable paper 
towel. Especially important before eating, drinking etc.

3. If your skin is broken, cover the area in watertight manner before working.

4. Take off jewellery and watch before working. Do not bring your own mobile phone to the 
facility (or enclose it in a watertight bag). 

5. Put on your work clothing and protecting equipment before entering an animal facility and 
take of when you exit. Keep them and your personal clothes separate. Take a shower 
immediately and also wash your hair.



Main points briefly 2/2

6. Wash your working clothes separate from other laundry.

7. Wear personal, herd specific protective footwear.

8. Equipment and protective equipment are herd specific, do not use
them outside pig farm.

9. If you or members of your family need medical attention, inform the
staff that you work at a pig farm.

+ Detailed information about protective equipment, usage guidelines etc.




