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International non-profit organization founded in 1999  
 

Founded by 5 European national informal LEADER networks: 
1.French LEADER Network - LEADER France  
2.Greek LEADER Network - Eλληνικό Δίκτυο LEADER  
3.Irish LEADER Network - Comhar LEADER na hEireann  
4.Italian LEADER Network  - AssoLEADER   
5.Spanish LEADER Network – REDR 

 
 
 

AUSTRIA, GERMANY, CZECH REPUBLIC, CROATIA, DENMARK, ESTONIA, 
FINLAND, FRANCE, GREECE, HUNGARY, IRELAND, ITALY, LATVIA, 
LITHUANIA, FYROM-MACEDONIA, POLAND, PORTUGAL, UNITED KINGDOM, 
SERBIA, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA. 
 

The ELARD network 

Member networks in 24 countries representing more than 2000 LAGs 
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Aims of ELARD  

Campaigns to spread the philosophy, principles and reach of the LEADER 

method grounded in the eight specific features 

represents the interests and needs of local action groups in front of other 

international, European, and national institutions to liaise with other 

stakeholders and institutions 

…in order to achieve SUSTAINABLE RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

…in order to INFLUENCE EU and national POLICIES in favour of 

INTEGRATED rural development 
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lLEADER dissemination 

lPresence in Brussels (Participation to 

events/meetings) 

lSeats on EU level committees/groups 

lCooperation with other EU-level 

NGOs 

Activities of ELARD  

•Services and support for members 

•Organising trainings, seminars, 

events 

•Communication tools (website, 

newsletter, social media) 

•Cooperation with ENRD CP on tools 

lExpertise; link to LEADER 

dissemination 

lRaising the revenue of the organisation 

lExample: Bioregions, ENPARD Georgia 
 

TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION 

PLATFORM 

•Exchange of good practice 

•Promotion of TNC 

•Help with partner search 
 

RUNNING AND PARTICIPATING IN 

PROJECTS 

NETWORKING POLICY-RELATED WORK 
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Presence of ELARD in committees/groups  

on EU level 

Rural Networks Assembly,  

Rural Networks Steering Group,  

Leader/CLLD sub-group,  

EIP-AGRI 
 

 

Civil Dialogue Group for Rural Development (DG AGRI),  

Structured Dialogue Group for the ESI Funds (DG REGIO) 
 

 

Steering Group, Coordination Group 
 

 

EUROPEAN NETWORK FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT (ENRD) 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

EUROPEAN RURAL PARLIAMENT (ERP)  

EUROPEAN COUNTRYSIDE MOVEMENT (ECM) 
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Main aims of the Estonian presidency 2016/17,  
(Portuguese and Czech vice-presidencies)  

 

 

 

To defend the principles of the LEADER/CLLD approach in view of the 

development for the post 2020 period in European and national policies; 

To contribute to the analysis of the multi-funded approach bringing forward the 

experiences of CLLD implementation; 

To develop a strong platform with other EU level organisations defending Rural 

Development; 

To strengthen ELARD members network and involve new members. 
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Current key policy documents 

Developed at the European Rural Parliament gathering in Schärding/Austria,  

November 2015 
 

   
 

CORK 2.0 DECLARATION 

Developed at the ELARD conference in Tartu in November 2016 

EUROPEAN RURAL MANIFESTO 

RURAL AGENDA POST 2020 

an iniciative of the European Countryside Movement 

ELARD LEADER/CLLD DECLARATION 

Developed at the Cork conference in September 2016 
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Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden 
and United Kingdom. 

ELARD conference in Tartu 

“Renewing LEADER/CLLD for 2020+; Celebrating 25 

years of LEADER in Europe!” 

140 delegates from 25 European countries representing about 2000 LAGs, rural 

networks, managing authorities and the European Commission contributed to the 

declaration which was composed using participatory methods during two days of 

conference workshops. 
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TRUST 
 

HUMAN 
 

SIMPLE RURAL 

PEOPLE LOGIC 
 

COHERENCE AND 

COOPERATION 
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Main messages of the declaration 

 

 

 

 

1. Bigger role of communities and bottom-up approach in rural 

development. LEADER/CLLD needs wider platform and in addition 

to rural development policy it has to be integrated to all relevant EU 

and national policies; 

2. Better and closer dialogue with Commission and MAs and more 

efficient solutions to improve the quality of LEADER/CLLD. Trust the 

experience of LAGs that they have received throughout 25 years. 

Representative networks of LAGs must be accepted as full partners 

by MAs and Commission; 

3. Empowerment of communities as main purpose of LEADER must 

come back into focus. Leader principles have to be re-asserted and 

treated with full respect; 
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Main messages of the declaration 

 

 

 

 

4. Balanced legal framework: correct application of the LEADER 

method in Member States on the one hand and a significant 

decrease in the bureaucratic burden that lies on LAGs on the other 

hand; 

5. Truly bottom-up implementation of LDS: the flexibility of wide 

range of development actions has to be assured to LAGs. Good 

practices where LAGs design their own measures have to be 

promoted more widely. Selection and approval of TNC projects has 

to be done by LAGs. INNOVATION AND NETWORKING!; 

6. Animation activities and capacity building of LAGs and other 

LEADER actors. We need to use this potential better and create 

conditions that allow LAGs to concentrate their role of animating 

their area. Common understanding among LEADER actors about 

the value of animation and TNC; 
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Main messages of the declaration 

 

 

 

 

7. Simple and harmonized rules: timely definition of simple rules, 

guidelines, evaluation and IT systems aiming at maximum 

harmonization between the ESI Funds. All stakeholders are 

involved. Flexible and open platforms for IT.; 

8. 3in1 CLLD in Members States: one CLLD source of funding, 

coordination under one MA followed by one unique set of rules at 

the EU level; 

9. Collegial spirit has to be strengthened: LAGs and authorities need 

to be well-trained and made aware of each others realities (study 

tours, trainings, staff exchange, etc). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you want to 

go fast, 

 go alone….  

If you want to go far, 

go together… 

Kui sa tahad 

minna kiiresti, 

mine üksi, 
Kui soovid minna 

kaugele, siis mingem 

koos… 
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ELARD contact  

 

ELARD Aisbl 
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Lõpuslaid 
 

Kristiina Tammets 

Thank You! 


